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Coding system for captures/recaptures  
 
 
Information on photographic captures of each individual is given at the bottom of each page.  The year and 
month the animal was photographed is given, along with the country and county/area where the animal was 
sighted. 
 
 
The following codes are used in the photographic captures tables: 
 

Country 
 

England  

France  

England & France  

  

County/Area 
 

Brittany B 

Normandy N 

Nord-Pas de Calais C 

Picardie P 

Devon De 

Dorset Do 

Hampshire H 

Sussex  S 

More than one county M 
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Bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus     LB_BND_001  
 

 
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

 
Mark type : LB_BND_001 has several large notches on the trailing edge of the dorsal fin; near the top of the 
fin is a downward pointing triangular-shaped notch, followed by a large semi-circular notch.  Mid-way is a 
particularly deep almost right-angled notch.  Two smaller nicks are beneath this, close to the base of the fin. 
 
Information :  First recorded on 24th February 2009. 
 
Similar animals :  LB_BND_001 may be confused with LB_BND_004, though the latter has a much deeper 
triangular notch towards the base of the fin. 
 
Photographic captures : 

 
Associations : None. 
 
 

No image available 

Chris Fryatt 
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Bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus     LB_BND_002 
 

 
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

 
Mark type : LB_BND_002 has a large, downward pointing triangular notch in the middle of the trailing edge 
of the dorsal fin.  There is also a small, triangular notch towards the base of the trailing edge.  This individual 
has a number of rake marks on both sides of the dorsal fin. 
 
Information :  First recorded on 24th February 2009. 
 
Similar animals :  None. 
 
Photographic captures : 

 
Associations : None. 
 
 
 

Chris Fryatt 
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Bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus     LB_BND_003  
 

 
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

 
Mark type : LB_BND_003 has several nicks towards the top of the trailing edge of the dorsal fin.  A small 
triangular nick is uppermost.  Below this is a small box notch with a slightly longer topside.  Towards the 
centre of the trailing edge this animal has a small, semi-circular notch. 
 
Information :  First recorded on 24th February 2009. 
 
Similar animals :  None. 
 
Photographic captures : 

 
Associations : None. 
 

No image available 

Chris Fryatt 
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Bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus     LB_BND_004  
 

 
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

 
Mark type : LB_BND_004 has two, small semi-circular nicks on the tip of the fin.  This individual has a wide 
box notch towards the top of the fin.  Beneath this is a large, right-angled notch.  Towards the base of the 
trailing edge is another large, triangular notch.  Close to the base of the fin are two semi-circular notches. 
 
Information :  First recorded on 24th February 2009. 
 
Similar animals :  LB_BND_004 may be confused with LB_BND_001, though the former has a much deeper 
triangular notch towards the base of the fin. 
 
Photographic captures : 

 
Associations : Captured swimming alongside LB_BND_006 and LB_BND_013 on 24th February 2009. 
 

No image available 

Chris Fryatt 
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Bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus     LB_BND_005  
 

 
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

 
Mark type :  LB_BND_005 has a very clean dorsal fin with no obvious nicks or notches on either the leading 
or trailing edges.  The leading edge of the dorsal fin is well curved.  There are two small scratched areas 
towards the top of the trailing edge of the dorsal fin, though these are likely to alter over time and are not a 
reliable identification feature. 
 
Information :  First recorded on 24th February 2009. 
 
Similar animals :  LB_BND_005 may be confused with LB_BND_006, though the latter has a much 
straighter leading edge to the dorsal fin. 
 
Photographic captures : 

 
Associations : None. 
 

No image available 

Chris Fryatt 
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Bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus     LB_BND_006  
 

 
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

 
Mark type :  LB_BND_006 has a very clean dorsal fin with no obvious nicks or notches on either the leading 
or trailing edges.  There is a couple of scratch lines towards top of fin but these will alter over time and are 
not a reliable identification feature.  The leading edge of the fin is straight with a relatively pointed tip. 
 
Information :  First recorded on 24th February 2009. 
 
Similar animals :  LB_BND_006 may be confused with LB_BND_005, though the former has a much 
straighter leading edge to the dorsal fin. 
 
Photographic captures : 

 
Associations : Captured swimming alongside LB_BND_004 on 24th February 2009. 
 
 

No image available 

Chris Fryatt 
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Bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus     LB_BND_007  
 

 
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

 
Mark type : LB_BND_007 has a clean, well-curved leading edge to the dorsal fin.  The trailing edge is well 
marked.  This animal has a small notch at the top of the trailing edge.  Beneath this is a larger triangular 
notch, followed by a wide box notch - the lower side of this notch is a square lobe.  There are then two small 
nicks and another lobe close to the base of the fin. 
 
Information :  First recorded on 24th February 2009. 
 
Similar animals :  None. 
 
Photographic captures : 

 
Associations : None. 
 
 

No image available 

Chris Fryatt 
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Bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus     LB_BND_008  
 

 
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

 
Mark type :  LB_BND_008 has a gently curved leading edge to the dorsal fin.  This animal has a well-marked 
trailing edge to the dorsal fin, with two small, triangular lobes towards the top of the trailing edge.  Below 
these is a large, curved notch, followed by a wide, triangular notch, a small semi-circular notch and two 
larger semi-circular notches towards the base of the fin, between which lie a small lobe. 
 
Information :  First recorded on 24th February 2009. 
 
Similar animals :  None. 
 
Photographic captures : 

 
Associations : Captured swimming alongside LB_BND_012 and LB_BND_014 on 24th February 2009. 
 

No image available 

Chris Fryatt 
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Bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus     LB_BND_009  
 

 
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

 
Mark type : LB_BND_009 has a smooth leading edge to the dorsal fin up to the tip, which is irregular in 
shape starting with a small v-shaped nick which leads to the well marked trailing edge to the dorsal fin, 
starting with a medium-sized semi-circular notch at the tip, leading to a small v-notch, below which is a long, 
almost rectangular notch, followed by a medium-sized semi-circular notch, a v-shaped notch and the final 
semi-circular notch. 
 
Information :  First recorded on 24th February 2009. 
 
Similar animals :  None. 
 
Photographic captures : 

 
Associations : None. 
 

No image available 
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Bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus     LB_BND_010  
 

  
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

 
Mark type : LB_BND_010 has both smooth appearing leading and trailing edge to the small dorsal fin.  
However there are two distinguishing vertical scratch marks on the left hand side, towards the tip of the 
dorsal fin and a lesion, with orange circular surrounding area mid-way along the trailing edge.  This is a 
young animal and its dorsal fin is likely to change with time; the scratches and lesion are not a reliable 
identification features. 
 
Information :  First recorded on 24th February 2009. 
 
Similar animals :  This animal is young, similarly to LB_BND_018 and may be the same animal. 
 
Photographic captures : 

 
Associations : None. 
 

No image available 
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Bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus     LB_BND_011  
 

 
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

 
Mark type : LB_BND_011 appears to have a smooth leading edge to the dorsal fin.  The trailing edge has 
two, small, v-shaped nicks in the upper half and a small v-shaped nick towards the lower half of the fin. 
 
Information :  First recorded on 24th February 2009. 
 
Similar animals :  LB_BND_011 is similar to LB_BND_013 and may be the same animal. 
 
Photographic captures : 

 
Associations : Possibly captured swimming alongside LB_BND_014 on 24th February 2009 (poor image). 
 
 

No image available 
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Bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus     LB_BND_012  
 

 
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

 
Mark type : LB_BND_012 has a relatively clean leading and trailing edges to the dorsal fin with only one 
small notch present on the trailing edge towards the tip. 
 
Information :  First recorded on 24th February 2009. 
 
Similar animals :  None. 
 
Photographic captures : 

 
Associations : Captured swimming alongside LB_BND_008 and LB_BND_012 on 24th February 2009. 
 
 

No image available 
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Bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus     LB_BND_013  
 

 
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

 
Mark type : LB_BND_013 has a crooked leading edge to the dorsal fin however there are no visible nicks or 
notches along this edge.  The trailing edge has several prominent features; a v-shaped notch towards the 
dorsal fin tip giving rise to the appearance of a small triangular-shaped lobe protruding from the upper 
section of the trailing edge.  A second, smaller v-shaped notch occurs mid-trailing edge, with a third, larger 
triangular shaped notch below, each giving rise to a small triangular lobe protruding from the lower section of 
the trailing edge. 
 
Information :  Recorded on 24th February 2009. 
 
Similar animals :  LB_BND_013 is similar to LB_BND_014, however the latter has an additional notch on the 
tip of the dorsal fin; the leading edge is more curved rather than crooked.  Also, LB_BND_011 may be 
LB_BND_013 at a different angle, as poor image. 
 
Photographic captures : 

 
Associations : Captured swimming alongside LB_BND_004 on 24th February 2009. 
 

No image available 
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Bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus     LB_BND_014  
 

 
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

 
Mark type : LB_BND_014 has a clean leading edge except for a small semi-circular nick near the tip of the 
dorsal fin.  The trailing edge has several prominent features; a small semi-circular nick towards the tip, 
directly opposite that on the leading edge; two, slightly larger semi-circular notches occur mid-trailing edge 
and a larger, v-shaped notch occurs towards the base of the trailing edge.  
 
Information :  First recorded on 24th February 2009. 
 
Similar animals :  LB_BND_013 is similar to LB_BND_014, however the latter has an additional notch on the 
tip of the dorsal fin; the leading edge is more curved rather than crooked.  Two triangular shaped nodules are 
prominent on trailing edge of LB_BND_013. 
 
Photographic captures : 

 
Associations : Captured swimming alongside LB_BND_008 and LB_BND_012 on 24th February 2009. 

 

No image available 
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Bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus     LB_BND_015 
 

 
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

 
Mark type : LB_BND_015 has a much scratched dorsal fin, with rake marks on both the left and right hand 
sides, however, there appears to be no visible nicks or notches along the leading or trailing edges.   
 
Information :  First recorded on 24th February 2009. 
 
Similar animals : None. 
 
Photographic captures : 

 
Associations : None. 
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Bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus     LB_BND_016  
 

 
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

 
Mark type : LB_BND_016 appears to have no visible notches along the leading edge.  The trailing edge 
appears to have a box notch in the upper section, towards the tip of the dorsal fin and a notch at the base of 
the trailing edge of the dorsal fin. 
 
Information :  First recorded on 24th February 2009. 
 
Similar animals : LB_BND_016 is similar to LB_BND_011 however the latter lacks the notch at the base of 
the trailing edge of the dorsal fin.   
 
Photographic captures : 

 
Associations : Captured swimming with an unidentified bottlenose dolphin on 24th February 2009. 

No image available 
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Bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus     LB_BND_017  
 

 
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

 
Mark type : LB_BND_017 appears to have three slight notches along the trailing edge to the dorsal fin, 
however the image is poor.  The leading edge of the dorsal fin appears smooth. 
 
Information :  First recorded on 24th February 2009. 
 
Similar animals : LB_BND_017 is similar to LB_BND_006 however the latter lacks notches along the trailing 
edge. 
  
Photographic captures : 

 
Associations : Captured swimming with LB_BND_011 on 24th February 2009. 

No image available 

Chris Fryatt 
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Bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus     LB_BND_018  
 

 
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

 
Mark type : LB_BND_018 is a calf.  Leading and trailing edges to dorsal fin are smooth with no visible 
markings however this is likely to change as the animal ages. 
 
Information :  First recorded on 24th February 2009. 
 
Similar animals : LB_BND_018 (RHS) is similar to LB_BND_010 (LHS), the latter has two scratches and a 
lesion; this could be the same animal photographed from different sides. 
 
Photographic captures : 

 
Associations : Captured swimming with an adult female, possibly LB_BND_014, on 24th February 2009. 
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Bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus     LB_BND_019 
 

 
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

 
Mark type : LB_BND_019 has a smooth leading edge to the dorsal fin.  There are several small nicks along 
the trailing edge, the most prominent being a small box notch at the base of the dorsal fin. 
 
Information :  First recorded on 9th April 2009. 
 
Similar animals : None. 
 
Photographic captures : 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Associations : Captured swimming with LB_BND_20 on 9th April 2009. 
 

No image available 

Mark Darlaston 
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Bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus     LB_BND_020 
 

 
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

 
Mark type : LB_BND_020 appears to have a smooth leading edge and a large box notch on the trailing edge 
towards the base of the dorsal fin. 
 
Information :  First recorded on 9th April 2009. 
 
Similar animals : None. 
 
Photographic captures : 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Associations : Captured swimming with LB_BND_019 on 9th April 2009. 
 
 
 
 

No image available 

Mark Darlaston 
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Bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus     LB_BND_021 
 

 
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

 
Mark type : LB_BND_021 has a smooth dorsal fin with no visible nicks or notches. 
 
Information :  First recorded on 16th April 2009 at Bolt Tail, Devon. 
 
Similar animals : None. 
 
Photographic captures : 
 

 
Associations : Animals LB_BND_022, LB_BND_023, LB_BND_024 were photographed during the same 
encounter.  One of four animals photographed of between 10 – 12 animals in group. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No image available 

Mark Darlaston 
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Bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus     LB_BND_022 
 

 
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

 
Mark type : LB_BND_022 appears to have a smooth leading edge whereas the trailing edge has several 
notches towards the base of the dorsal fin. 
 
Information :  First recorded on 16th April 2009 at Bolt Tail, Devon. 
 
Similar animals : None. 
 
Photographic captures : 
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Associations : Animals LB_BND_021, LB_BND_023, LB_BND_024 were photographed during the same 
encounter.  One of four animals photographed of between 10 – 12 animals in group. 

No image available 

Mark Darlaston 
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Bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus     LB_BND_023 
 

 
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

 
Mark type : LB_BND_023 appears to have a tall, curved dorsal fin, with a white patch at the tip, however the 
image is of poor quality. 
 
Information :  First recorded on 16th April 2009 at Bolt Tail, Devon. 
 
Similar animals : None. 
 
Photographic captures : 

 
Associations : Animals LB_BND_021, LB_BND_022, LB_BND_024 were photographed during the same 
encounter.  One of four animals photographed of between 10 – 12 animals in group. 
 
 
 
 

No image available 

Mark Darlaston 
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Bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus LB_BND_024 
 

 
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

 
Mark type : LB_BND_024 appears to have a notch within the top half of the trailing edge of the dorsal fin and 
a smooth, clean leading edge. 
 
Information :  First recorded on 16th April 2009 at Bolt Tail, Devon. 
 
Similar animals : None. 
 
Photographic captures : 
 

 
Associations : Animals LB_BND_021, LB_BND_022, LB_BND_023 were photographed during the same 
encounter.  One of four animals photographed of between 10 – 12 animals in group. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No image available 

Mark Darlaston 
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White-beaked dolphin Lagenorhynchus albirostris   LB_WBD_001  

 
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

 
Mark type : LB_WBD_001 has a distinctive dorsal fin.  The leading edge appears clean with no apparent 
nicks or notches however there is a pale grey/white area at the base of the leading edge.  The trailing edge 
has a distinct rectangular notch within the top third of the dorsal fin, small nick in the middle and another 
rectangular notch in the bottom third of the dorsal fin.    
 
Information :  First recorded on 4th August 2007. 
 
Similar animals : None. 
 
Photographic captures : 

Associations : Captured swimming with LB_WBD_002 and LB_WBD_003 on 4th August 2007. 

 

No image available 
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White-beaked dolphin Lagenorhynchus albirostris   LB_WBD_002  

 
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

Mark type : LB_WBD_002 has a very clean, falcate dorsal fin with no prominent marks. However, the patch 
behind dorsal fin is extremely white.  There appears to be a pale grey blotch on the darker area of the right 
flank of the dolphin, approximately in line with the tip of the dorsal fin.  
 
Information :  First recorded on 4th August 2007. 
 
Similar animals : None. 
 
Photographic captures : 

Associations : Captured swimming with LB_WBD_001 and LB_WBD_003 on 4th August 2007. 

 

 

No image available 

Tom Brereton/Marinelife 
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White-beaked dolphin Lagenorhynchus albirostris   LB_WBD_003  

 
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

Mark type : LB_WBD_003 has a smooth leading edge to the dorsal fin with no apparent markings.  There is 
a slight rectangular notch in the upper third of the trailing edge and a small v-shaped nick in the lower third of 
the trailing edge to the dorsal fin.  
 
Information :  First recorded on 4th August 2007. 
 
Similar animals : None. 
 
Photographic captures : 

Associations : Captured swimming with LB_WBD_001 and LB_WBD_002 on 4th August 2007. 

 

 

No image available 

Tom Brereton/Marinelife 
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White-beaked dolphin Lagenorhynchus albirostris   WB_WBD_004  

 
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

 
Mark type : WB_WBD_04 has a falcate dorsal fin with no prominent notches.  On the left hand side there is 2-3 
linear white/grey scratches at the lower end of the top third along the leading edge – mid way from the top of these 
marks, towards the centre of the dorsal fin, is a small white mark.  There are two other small white/grey marks, one 
in the central third of the dorsal fin, towards the leading edge, and one in the lower third of the dorsal fin on the 
leading edge.  There is a small v-shaped nick towards the tip of the trailing edge.  The rest of the trailing edge 
appears smooth, except 2-3 small v-shaped nicks at the base of the trailing edge.  The left hand side flank of this 
individual has prominent markings useful for identification, although not reliable as likely to change over time; 
almost mid-section of the left flank there are 3 dark grey lines, running in parallel with the leading edge of the 
dorsal fin from the white blaze to the grey cape below the dorsal fin region.  In front of this, on the white blaze, are 
two light grey circular spots.  On the white blaze, towards the tail stock/underbelly, there are three grey lines and 
(running in parallel with leading edge of dorsal fin) and a Y shaped mark. 
 
Information :  First recorded on 16th November 2008. 
 
Similar animals : None. 
 
Photographic captures : 
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Associations :  None recorded. 

Various/Marinelife 

Various/Marinelife 
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White-beaked dolphin Lagenorhynchus albirostris   LB_WBD_005  

 
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

 
Mark type :  LB_WBD_005 has an apparent clean, falcate dorsal fin with no prominent features.  However 
there are three distinct dark grey scratch lines on the white blaze on the left flank of the animal – two lines 
above one central third line.  The RHS image is poor quality.  
 
Information :  First recorded on 4th January 2009. 
 
Similar animals : None. 
 
Photographic captures : 
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Associations :  LB_WBD_005 was captured at the same time as LB_WBD_006 on 4th January 2009. 

 

 

Tom Brereton/Marinelife 
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White-beaked dolphin Lagenorhynchus albirostris   LB_WBD_006  

 
LEFT 

 

 
RIGHT 

 
Mark type : LB_WBD_006 has a tall, narrow, falcate dorsal fin with no apparent distinguishing features.  
However, on the left flank there are several prominent markings: a circular pale grey spot on the whitish/grey 
blaze behind dorsal fin, a dark grey line at an approximate 45 degree angle on the whitish/grey area of tail 
stock; a dark grey c-shaped mark on the white blaze slightly forward of the dorsal fin, a small dark grey 
scratch line in front of the c-shaped mark and finally a white spot on the darker grey cape, between the blow 
hole and the small grey scratch line.  These markings a re likely to change over time and are not reliable 
identification features.  Right hand side image is of poorer quality. 
 
Information :  First recorded on 4th January 2009. 
 
Similar animals : None. 
 
Photographic captures : 
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Associations :  LB_WBD_006 was captured at the same time as LB_WBD_005 on 4th January 2009. 

R. Neeve 
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